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To Stay? Or Not to Stay?


“To be? Or not to be?”, was a famous Shakespearean question in literature, “To Stay? Or  not to stay?”, was a question that Gregorio Linco, my grandfather, had to decided during the 1970's.  Gregorio, as well as many other Filipinos, decided to move out of the Philippines because during the 1970's it was very chaotic and dangerous to live in the Philippines due to the Martial Law. However, before leaving for the United States, one has to qualify for a Visa and upon arriving in the United States, one has to be able to establish a stable income with a well paying job. There are a few steps in qualifying for a Visa, and according to Gregorio is wasn't easy since he was a lower class citizen. When Gregorio first arrived in the United States, he, as well as many other Filipino immigrants, had a difficult time thriving in America. Due to Gregorio living a low class lifestyle throughout all of his childhood, he dedicated all his time in studying and doing well in school. By doing well in school, Gregorio would be qualified to get a career started, so he can support his wife and kids. After adjusting to the lifestyle in America, Gregorio Linco stated that he would not want to go back and live in the Philippines.


Gregorio is one of seven children, which consisted of 3 boys and 4 girls, and was part of the lower class in the Philippines. Due to being part of a big family and having little money, Gregorio and his family had to live on a strictly limited budget. Which means that, Gregorio was not able to buy toys as a child nor electronics. In the interview, Gregorio stated that he had enough money to buy stuff solely for academic purposes such as shoes and books. Being low class, Gregorio's eldest sisters were able to work and help financially stabilize their family. With not much money to spend, Gregorio’s father decided to give Gregorio and his brothers the opportunity to attend college. During the interview, Gregorio mentions that while he and his brothers attended college, Gregorio's sisters decided to work so they can financially help their parents. The decision made by Gregorio's sisters, allowed his family to gain extra income which would aid in Gregorio's brothers and his education and to help them achieve a college degree. 


Throughout my grandfather's academic career, he had to strive to do his best in order to amend for his sisters' sacrifices. He graduated from high school and college with the honor of being valedictorian under a degree of chemical engineering. He chose this path because his oldest brother became an engineer and was able to support himself without having to resort to physical labor. After college Gregorio, enjoyed a successful career as a Chemical engineer. However, once Gregorio moved with his wife and two children to America in 1972 they lived with his brother in-law in Seattle and Gregorio was able to get a job in delivering typewriters. Gregorio delivered typewriters for one year until he saved enough money to move out to his ideal location, Daly City, California. Once in Daly City, Gregorio realized that finding a job in the chemical engineering field was still difficult but easier than when they were living in Seattle. This relates to Filipino’s in Daly City in that, majority of the people moving from the Philippines went to different cities, such as Seattle and Daly City, that contained other Filipino immigrants and developed ethnic enclaves which would help the Filipino communities grow.


The struggles my Gregorio faced, relates to Filipino American history in that he dealt with the quintessential problems created by the Filipino society. As mentioned earlier, throughout his youth he lived in poverty, but luckily attended college with the support or his father's and sisters' income. He then moved from the Philippines to Seattle in order to escape the terror brought forth by the Martial Law in the early 1970’s. During the Marcos presidency, life in the Philippines were horrific. In the interview, Gregorio states that during the Marcos Regime, “ [life] was chaotic with demonstrations everywhere... It was horrific and [we] did not know if the following day [we] would be alive”.  All of these things were typical of those who were against Marco's way of living. It was then when he decided to apply for a Visa to immigrate to the United States, which he soon received.


Like most Filipino males, the location and support of his family is important. With this idea in mind, Gregorio stated that he would not want to go back to live in the Philippines. In the interview, Gregorio stated that because he successfully migrated his immediate family to America there would be no reason in returning to the Philippines. Even if Gregorio wanted to go back, he would not be able to go back to his same home. This complexity is similar to one that  Nancy Navarro claimed that happened to her friend in Pinoy Capital. On page 164 in Pinoy Capital, Nancy Navarro states that her friends wanted to move back to the Philippines when they retired, however, when Nancy's friend went back to the Philippines “their renter of 13 years refused to leave and threatened them at gunpoint”. A paradox is created with the conflicting ideals of “home” belonging to both the first and second generation Filipino Americans. Explaining further, on page 164 in Pinoy Capital, Benito Vergara states that “the Philippines is technically 'home' only for [the second generation's] parents; members of the second generation cannot “return” to a place they have never been before”. So if Gregorio wants to return to his homeland in the Philippines, his children who were born and raised here would not be able to say that they are going back home as well.


Overall, I learned that the Filipino American experience is one that is filled with many complexities. The idea of sacrifice one’s lifestyle in their native land to pursue a lifestyle filled with potential success in the United states raises many worries for those doing so. Debating whether one will be more successful in a new land is something that had stopped many from attempting to reach new horizons as well as the contrary. Gregorio had gambled his successful career in the Philippines, in order to keep his family safe and financially stable. By doing so, Gregorio experienced what many Filipino's were able to have over the past years. He faced a tough economy with limited jobs available and lived in harsh conditions.


