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                                                Two Homes, Two Hearts

      What are the reasons so many Filipinos make sacrifices in their life to move to 
America? This is what I set to find out while interviewing a Filipino immigrant, Ana 
Duenas. I brainstormed many questions to ask Ana in the hopes of answering this 
question, going to her house and videotaping our interview while she told me about her 
life in America and showed me pictures of her and her family coming to America. 
America is home to millions of immigrants who move to the U.S. for different 
reasons. Freedom, family and success are some of the main reasons Filipino immigrants 
move to America. But the issue is never raised of how hard adjusting to the American 
lifestyle is for those who are accustomed to a completely different culture. Identity 
changes and is questioned by the larger Filipino community, and many feel out of place 
in a country where most people do not speak their language. In Pinoy Capitol, the issues 
of belonging and assimilation are discussed as being a very complicated issue because of 

all the different ways a Filipino in America must adjust and evolve. Examples of these 

include becoming Americanized and adjusting your lifestyle for worse rather than 

perhaps better, just because of the opportunity and hope America provides. However, 

Ana Duenas has made America her main home despite success in the Philippines and 

hard adjustments upon entering America because of what she has gained from living 

here.  

     Ana Duenas was a very successful woman before moving to America from the 
Philippines. Coming from the small town of San Jose City, six miles from Manila, she 
moved to Manila for ten years and worked for the government with the Philippine 
training series. Ana made very good money and was well off, even meeting many 
celebrities in her job and working for the first lady of the Philippines at the time and 
getting to meet her as well. Ana seemed very proud of this job and enjoyed working with 
her large group of friends and having no real responsibilities and taking it easy, until 
coming to America in 1984. Ana was petitioned by her parents and sister, who had came 
four years before. Ana was already a grown woman and working a very successful job, 
but decided to come to America anyway. Ana said this was because, “ Coming here is a 
new experience, just the thought of what it is like to live in the U.S.” Ana decided to give 

up success and working a very promising job because of the hope that moving to the U.S. 

would give her even more success. Opportunity was a huge reason Ana mentioned 

throughout the interview on why she came to America, even though she had opportunity 

where she already lived, in Manila.  Ana’s entire family had already moved to the U.S. as 
well, making it easy to decide to come to America without hesitation or thinking about 
what she was possibly leaving behind. When Ana’s parents first moved to America, it 

was hard for them to find work and they disliked America as much as their home in the 

Philippines. Knowing this, it seemed Ana might be more hesitant to move to the U.S. 

knowing the hardships and the fact that she might not like it, but I did not sense that from 

Ana, possibly because she had already been set on America being a land of opportunity, a 

notion many Filipinos take on and do not really plan for the reality of finding a job, 
adjusting to life in America, making friends, etc, when they were already stable in their 
home country. In Pinoy Capitol, Benito Vergara Jr. writes a passage that directly reflects 
Ana’s situation of leaving her successful job in the Philippines for the hope that America 
provides, saying, “ For those with careers, the moment the petition was approved came as 
an interruption. What would appear to be a momentous event in the course of one’s life 
seems to have just crept up on my interviewees. Some even seem to have been taken by 
surprise. (Vergara 54)” Ana being petitioned and immediately accepting interrupted her 

career and what she had worked hard for in the Philippines, and she simply left all that 

success for the hope in America.  
    Once Ana Duenas moved to America, she lived in Hercules, California, a city near 
Daly City. She lived in her sister’s house for the first six months before moving to Daly 
City. She moved to New York for three years, got married, and had her first child. She 
then moved back to Daly City to have her second child. Upon moving the first time to 
Daly City, Ana found it not hard to look for a job because she had help from her sister 
and got a job at Wells Fargo easily. The trouble and adjustments came when Ana found it 
hard to communicate with customers, because she learned she had to speak louder and 
pronounce words more clearly. Her coworkers also did not seem to understand her 
culture, as she told them of her living situation. Ana lived with her entire family, 
including her parents upon first coming to America, even when she was an older woman. 
She had to adjust to living and sharing a room with her family, when in the Philippines 
she had maids and “no responsibilities.” Ana admitted during the interview that she gets a 

“feeling of you are not really from here, you are just an immigrant.” This is another 

adjustment Ana had to make, becoming known as an immigrant instead of living in her 

home country. Americanization can be seen as another term for adjustment. Ana showed 
me a photograph of her family around a table eating KFC, mentioning eating KFC when 
she first arrived because that is what Americans did. She showed me pictures of the table 
set up and their bucket of chicken in the center and her entire family smiling. Ana does 
not mind being an American and adjusting, she knows that it was hard and knows that 
being an immigrant should have no shame, but many Filipinos in America find adjusting 
the hardest part and have many difficulties finding jobs, becoming Americanized and 
making friends.
    Despite all of the difficulties adjusting to America and leaving behind a very 

successful job with the government, Ana has no regrets moving to America. Speaking to 

her, I found she truly loved living here. Growing up in the Philippines, Ana said there 

was no real diversity but everyone shared the same culture and tradition. In America, she 

says you learn to live with other cultures and it has made her grow as a person. Ana is 

proud of being an immigrant, proud of who she is. When asked if she had experienced 

any racism upon moving to America, Ana said, “ I will not let anyone intimidate me or 

make me feel inferior to them.” Ana is a very strong woman and has let the things that 

have come hard to her in life, such as being an immigrant in America in general, affect 

her in a way that makes her learn from herself. She learned to move to America you have 

to work hard to make a living and no time can be wasted, but in return you are able to 

buy a house and achieve the “American dream.” Ana is thankful to be in America and 

feels blessed to be here. But even with all this positivity, Ana still visits the Philippines 

regularly, misses her old friends, and explains how she gets a “different feeling” when in 

the Philippines. The pull of home and familiarity it something that affects all Filipinos 

living in America from the Philippines, even those who say they would never want 

anything more than to live in America. I still got the sense that the Philippines was a 

special place for Ana, and she considers it her, “heart.” When it comes down to it, Ana’s 
home will always be the Philippines and she will always have a strong connection to it, 
but she has successfully adjusted to life in America and has no plans to move back to the 
Philippines.
  “We must define who we are as Filipino Americans (Revilla 109)”   Ana Duenas made 
it clear she was very proud of who she was as an immigrant in America, with no shame to 
hide and only pride to show. To me, this show of pride made up her definition of who she 
was as a Filipino, and made me wonder. If all Filipinos were proud of who they are,  
proud of their journey and the adjustments they have made in America, and what they 
have sacrificed in the Philippines to come to America, then they have already defined 
who they are. They have already shown everyone who they are by the journey they have 
made in their life in America and the Philippines, and that to me should be definition of a 
person enough already, their strengths and what they have been through. 
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